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pur, in the Bhabua subdivision, are similar but less imposing. The small hill fort of SHERGARH, 26 miles south-west of Sasaram, dates from Sher Shah's time, but at ROHTASGARH itself few traces of this period remain; the palace at this place is attributed to Man Singh, Akbar's Hindu general. Other places of interest in Shahabad are the CHAINPUR fort with several interesting monuments and tombs; Ram-garh with a fort, and Darauti and Baidyanath with ruins attributed to the Savaras or Suars; MASAR, the Mo-ho-so-lo of Hiuen Tsiang; TILOTHU, near which are a fine waterfall and a very ancient Chero image; Patana, once the capital of a Hindu Raja of the Suar tribe; and Deo-Barunark and Deo-Markandeya, villages which contain several old temples and other remains, including an elaborately carved monolith at the former place. The sacred cave of Gupteswar lies in a valley in the Kaimur Hills, 7 or 8 miles from Shergarh.
The population increased from 1,710,471 in 1872 to 1,940,900 in i88r,-and to 2,060,579 in 1891, but fell again to 1,962,696 in 1901. The increase in the first two decades was largely due to the extension of cultivation, owing to the opening of the irrigation canals. The climate of the northern part of the District is said to be steadily deteriorating. The surface is so flat and low that there is no outlet for the water which accumulates, while the introduction of the canals is said to have raised the water-level and made the drainage even worse than before. Fever began to make its ravages felt in 1879, and from that time the epidemic grew steadily worse until ,1886, when the District was stigmatized as the worst in Bengal in respect of fever mortality.
At the Census of 1891 a decrease was averted only by a large gain from immigration. From 1892 to 1900 the vital statistics showed an excess of deaths over births amounting to 25,000, and in 1894 the death-rate exceeded 53 per 1,000. After fever, the principal diseases are dysentery, diarrhoea, cholera, and small-pox. Blindness is very common. Plague broke out at Arrah just before the Census of 1901. The number of deaths reported was small, but the alarm which the epidemic created sufficed to drive to their homes most of the temporary settlers from other Districts.
The principal statistics of the Census of 1901 are shown in the table on the next page.
The principal towns are ARRAH, the head-quarters, SASARAM, DUM-RAON, and BUXAR. With the exception of Sasaram, all the towns seem to be decadent. The population is densest in the north and east of the District, on the banks of the Ganges and Son, and decreases rapidly towards the south and south-east, where the Kaimur Hills afford but small space for cultivation. The Bhabua thana, with 181 persons per square mile, has the scantiest population of any tract in
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